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POPULATION

City Population Decreases
In Depression’s Third Year

Lower Birth Rates and Restricted Immigration Make
More Million-a-Year Gains Unlikely for United States

By DR. P. K. WHELPTON, Scripps

Foundation for Population Research.

CITIES as a whole decreased in pop-
ulation by over 400,000 persons
during 1932 compared with little change
in numbers during 1931, data gathered
by the Scripps Foundation for Popula-
tion Research indicate.

This is in great contrast to what oc-
curred prior to the present depression.
During each year from 1920 to 1929
the number of city dwellers increased by
at least 850,000, the maximum gain be-
ing about 2,000,000 during 1923. Even
during 1930 there was an increase of
about 400,000.

Emigrants Exceed Immigrants

The decline in the city population
during 1932 resulted partly from the
continued slowing up of growth in the
United States as a whole, and partly
from an unusually large increase in the
farm population. Births have been de-
creasing more rapidly than deaths in
recent years, while the former excess
of immigrants has changed to an excess
of departures for foreign countries since
1930.

As a result the nation barely gained
800,000 in population during 1932
compared with about 1,200,000 during
1930 and over 2,100,000 during 1923.

At the same time, the farm popula-
tion, which decreased by 1,450,000 from
1920 to January 1, 1930, increased by
1,000,000 in 1932 alone, according to a
report of the Department of Agricul-
ture. The only way the gain in the farm
population could exceed that of the total
population was by drawing on cities, for
the nonfarm population living outside
of cities probably increased by at least
200,000 during 1932, continuing the
trend of previous years.

Eventual Return to City

Whether the city population as a
whole will increase again when the de-
pression is ended or whether the recent
decrease will continue remains to be
seen. With the birth-rate falling more

rapidly than the death-rate, the years of
large growth in total population seem
a thing of the past unless immigration
restrictions are greatly modified; it is
doubtful if the United States again will
gain 1,000,000 inhabitants in any single
year.

It is quite probable, however, that the
farm population will not keep on in-
creasing when good times return. Much
of its rise in numbers duting 1932 seems
to have been due to the return to farms
of persons who lost their jobs in cities,
and more important, the remaining on
farms of young people who in normal
years would migrate to cities. With a
pick-up in employment in urban areas
the farm-to-city movement is likely to
predominate once more, and most of
the nation’s increase in population to
accrue to cities and their suburbs.
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Alcoholized Gasoline
Approved In Tests

ALCOHOLIZED gasoline, sched-

uled for large use in this country

if the Clark-Dickinson-Shallenberger bill

now before Congress is enacted, is not
entirely a novelty in this country.

It has been given a test under a wide

range of motoring conditions in sev-

301

eral sections of the country, most nota-
bly in the Midwest, where the states of
Illinois and Iowa, as well as several
private concerns, have made alcohol-
blended gasoline available to several
sample communities. Advocates of the
pending legislation declare that the ex-
perience of many hundreds of motor-
ists who have reported on their tests con-
stitutes an almost unanimous endorse-
ment of the alcoholized fuel.

A summary of reports of 1,327 cus-
tomers, who gave their impressions of
alcoholized gasoline on the scores of
starting, acceleration, smoothness of op-
eration, anti-knock, power and general
motor performance, shows that over
1,100 of them considered the new fuel
better than “straight” non-premium gas-
oline on starting, and that on all the
other points over 1,200 agreed that the
new fuel was supetior. Most of the dis-
senting votes merely reported “no dif-
ference noticed”; hardly anyone consid-
ered the unblended gasoline better.

The farmers of the communities con-
cerned are sufficiently interested in the
project to be willing to pay a premium
of two or three cents a gallon for al-
coholized gasoline, provided the alcohol
is produced from surplus grain, the re-
port stated.

One driver in Peoria, Ill, who re-
peated a 128-mile road trip, using 10
per cent. alcohol gas, regular gas, and
ethyl gas, found that with alcohol gas
his fuel cost was 1.48 cents a mile;
with regular gas 1.53 cents a mile and
with ethyl gas 1.60 cents a mile; and
this in spite of the fact that he was pay-
ing 18.6 cents a gallon for the alcohol
g8as, as against 14.6 cents and 18 cents
respectively for the other fuels.

The tests were conducted for the most
part on gasoline containing an added
ten per cent. of alcohol, which is dou-
ble the highest percentage contemplated
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