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Dutchman’s Breeches

» AMONG THE earliest of our wild
flowers, and among the flowers most de-
lightful to children, are the “Dutchman’s
breeches.” Many fancied resemblances for
which flowers have been named require a
considerable stretch of the imagination, but
here the likeness is too obvious to escape.
If there are nationalities among fairy folk,
we know where the fairy “Vrouwen” hang
their little boys’ small clothes to dry.

It surprises some people a little to learn
that these flowers, so unlike poppies in su-
perficial form, are fairly closely related to
them botanically. But there are marks of
resemblance, nevertheless. The sepals, or
outer green parts of the flower, are evanes-
cent in poppies, falling off very easily. So
also in the Dutchman’s breeches, the sepals
vanish as soon as the buds open. Again,
the petals of the Dutchman’s breeches are
short-lived, as are also those of the poppy.

If you cut across the seed-pod of the two
flowers, you will see a certain resemblance
between the structure and arrangements of
the reproductive parts. Another sign of the
relationship can be found in the bitter taste
of the sap, though that of Dutchman’s
breeches does not, like the juice of the
poppy, contain a poisonous principle.

This dainty little plant grows best in
rich soil. You can often find it hiding
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away in rich leaf mold accumulated be-
tween boulders and in rock crevices in deep,
moist woods. Its leaves, very pale on the
underside, all come directly from the
ground. The leaves have three main divi-
sions, all of them finely cut.

When big bumblebees visit the blossoms,
their weight sometimes bends the delicate
clusters to the ground. The bumblebees
and long-tongued butterflies are its most
frequent guests, however, for short-tongued
insects cannot sound the depths of its nectar
cups.

Closest botanical relatives of Dutchman’s
breeches are the squirrel-corn of the woods
and the bleeding heart, that old favorite of
our grandmothers’ gardens. These three
flowers belong to the same genus, known
to botanists as Dicentra, a Greek name
meaning two-spurred. They are thus botan-
ical first cousins, while the poppy is related
only as a second- or third-degree-removed

kinsman.
Science News Letter, April 2, 1955

MEDICINE
Hormone Reaction Gives
Cancer Detection Clue

» A LEAD to a cancer detection test for
some kinds of cancers is seen in the reac-
tion of men with cancer of the prostate to
large doses of ant-arthritis cortisone.

Such patients, when given cortisone, ex-
crete large amounts of the chemical scien-
tists call 17-ketosteroid. Healthy persons
and men sick with non-cancerous condi-
tions excrete only normal amounts of 17-
ketosteroid after large doses of cortisone.

This finding by Drs. Joseph E. Sokal,
Philip K. Bondy, Pasquale J. Costa, Clyde
L. Deming and B. Marvin Harvard Jr., of
the Yale School of Medicine, was an-
nounced by the American Cancer Society.

The scientists have reached no conclusion
yet about the value of this discovery as a
method of detecting cancer. They are cer-
tain by now, however, that it will not
show up all kinds of cancer.

Science News Letter, April 2, 1955

INVENTION
Indicator for Tire
Pressure Patented

» A GAUGE permanently attached to the
valve stem of a tire to show the pressure
of the tire has been patented. The device
is also made so that the tire can be inflated
through it, without removal from the valve.
Working by means of a calibrated spring,
when the pressure in the tire is too low, a
colored indicator pops up beneath the trans-
parent glass cover on the gadget. If the
pressure is just right for the tire, the
colored indicator is not visible. The pres-
sure indicator was invented by Ellwood F.
Riesing of Dayton, Ohio, who assigned the
patent rights to the General Motors Cor-
poration of Detroit, Mich. The invention

was awarded patent No. 2,704,045.
Science News Letter, April 2, 1955
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