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BOTANY

Flower Blooms by Moon

South African member of iris family appears to
follow lunar phases in its flowering periods. Morea
stands nearly bare-stemmed during new and full moon.

» A FLOWER that appears to follow
the phases of the moon in its blossom
periods, bearing abundant blooms dur-
ing first and last quarters but standing
bare-stemmed or nearly so during new
and full moon, is described in the
National Horticultural Magazine (Jan-
uary).

The plant is a South African member
of the iris family known horticulturally
as Morea iridoides; its iris-like flowers
are white, marked with yellow and blue.
Its peculiar behavior was not noticed by
a botanist but by a psychologist, Prof.
Knight Dunlap of the University of
California at Los Angeles, one of whose
hobbies is gardening. He kept several
clumps of Morea, growing in rather
diverse habitats, under close observation
for over a year.

In southern California, the Morea
blooms almost all year round, though
it produces fewer flowers during the
winter months.

“The Moreas bloom normally within
two periods in each lunar month,” Prof.
Dunlap states. “One period commences
on the date of the first quarter, and ends
the day before the full moon. The other
period runs from the date of the last
quarter up to the new moon. In the
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other phases, (new moon and full moon),
there are normally no blossoms. In a
blooming quarter, the first blossoms may
appear on the first day, or on the second
or third day. By the last day of the
quarter, sometimes a day or two earlier,
the last blossom has withered; the petals
either dropped off or curled up. In the
winter season, even the best plants may
pass one or more bloom quarters en-
tirely.”

Apparent exceptions, when flowers ap-
peared during the normal non-flowering
periods of full and new moon, appeared
to be connected in some way with spells
of summer “high fog” which consider-
ably reduced the illumination received
by the plants,

What it all may signify, Prof. Dunlap
is not prepared to argue on the basis
of data now in hand. He hopes that
other flower growers, both professional
and amateur, will take the trouble to
make careful observations as opportunity
may offer.

“Meanwhile,” he adds, “I am satisfied
to present evidence confirming the prin-
ciple familiar to students of mythology,
namely: Ancient superstitions often have
foundation in fact.”
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Agglutinins Aid Diagnosis

> DISCOVERY of substances in the
blood, called cold agglutinins, that may
help to segregate some of the cases of
atypical pneumonia prevalent these days
is announced by Dr. Osler L. Peterson,
Dr. Thomas Hale Ham and Dr. Max-
well Finland, of Harvard Medical
School and Boston City Hospital (Sci-
ence, Feb. 12).

These now prevalent kinds of pneu-
monia are generally called atypical pneu-
monia, because the disease is different
from the pneumonia caused by the
pneumococcus germ and is not caused
by any known pneumococcus. Some
cases may be caused by a virus. Until
germs causing the atypical pneumonias

are definitely known, the development
of the cold agglutinins in the patient’s
blood may, the Harvard scientists sug-
gest, serve as a criterion for segregating
them.

Cold agglutinins, or autohemagglu-
tinins as they are also called, develop
very rarely in ordinary pneumonia and
have been observed in a few patients
with liver or blood diseases. The word
cold describes the temperature at which
the agglutinins act and does not refer
to the common cold. The only infec-
tious disease besides atypical pneumonia
in which they have been found regularly
is African sleeping sickness, known med-
ically as trypanosomiasis.
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WANTED

ANOTHER POST WAR
PRODUCT

AND A PRODUCTION
EXPERT TO MAKE IT!

Before the war halted production of ‘‘non-
essentials,” we manufactured and marketed,
for several years, a phenomenally successful
line of small electrical household appliances.
And we plan to continue as soon as the war
is won.

Our customers—electrical and hardware whole-
salers, retailers, and four of the largest na-
tional chain groups—believe in us. They
bought over $1,500,000 worth of our products
yearly, and that volume was increasing by
25% annvally when the war hit us.

For the future, we have big plans—and here's
why. Our outstanding strength is a sales, pro-
motional and advertising organization that
doesn't take its hat off to any other in Ameri-
can business. What we want to do is harness
this organization to a bigger job in the post-
war years. We have enough money to handle
an extra million in sales, and our credit is
excellent. We>want to branch out by broaden-
ing our line and increasing our volume.

That's where you may fit into our picture.
Specifically, here's what we're looking for:

1—A new electrical household or hardware product
that can add another million or two to our vol-
ume. It might be of metal, or it might be of
plastic. It should be something for the retailer
to sell to the housewife—something for the mil-
lions of new homes to be built after the war,
as well as for present homes.

2—An outstanding electrical engineering, research,
product development, and production expert who
can equal, in the calibre of his work, the selling
power of our organization. He may even have
a plant of his own that would be useful in
manufacturing the new product for which we
are searching.

In your case, maybe those two points go together.
You may have the product we're looking for, and
you may be the man, too. Perhaps you just have a
product that’s a “natural,” and that you'd like to
sell. Or maybe you’re the man we need, but

merely have ideas for new products that deserve
development.

If this advertisement applies to you in any way,
let’s talk it over . . . confidentially. What each of
us has to offer may make a grand combination
that will benefit us both.
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