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Letters

Natural sources of organochlorines

Immense quantities of organochlorines and
other organohalogen chemicals occur natu-
rally in our biosphere — nearly 2,000 different
compounds at last count, 700 of which were
discovered in the last 10 years alone —with new
examples being isolated and identified regu-
larly (“Organochlorines lace Inuit breast
milk,” SN: 2/12/94, p.111).

For example, nearly 100 different natural
halogen compounds are present in one species
of edible Hawaiian seaweed, and one species
of Florida Gulf acorn worm produces 20 differ-
ent organohalogen compounds. Some 5 mil-
lion tons of natural methyl chloride are pro-
duced by the biomass annually, dwarfing the
26,000 tons of emissions produced by humans.
Tetrachloroethylene, chloroform, carbon tet-
rachloride, methylene chloride, and several
natural CFCs have been detected in the emis-
sions of the Santiaguito volcano of Guatemala
and the Kamchatka volcanoes of Siberia. Pre-
viously unknown PCB isomers were discov-
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ered in Mount St. Helens volcanic ash.
Obviously, not all of these halogen sources
add significantly to the total halogen content of
the biosphere, but many do. In any event,
chlorine is as natural to our world as carbon,

oxygen, and hydrogen.

Gordon W. Gribble
Professor of Chemistry
Dartmouth College
Hanover, NH.

Rock-a-bye safely

Last year, you ran an article detailing the
benefits of babies sleeping in the same bed
with their parents (“Co-sleeping gives babies a
boost,” SN: 12/4/93, p.380). Unfortunately, this
is also a known cause of accidental infant
mortality.

Babies can be suffocated by the overlying
body of a sibling or parent. One of the many
confirmations of this is a 10-year survey of
autopsy findings attributing 16.7 percent of fatal
unintentional injuries in infants to overlying: “In
each case, the dead infant was discovered
beneath another person” (AMERICAN JOURNAL
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OF THE DISEASES OF CHILDREN, August 1992).

I fear the uninformed reader, on the basis of
the research you described, might move an
infant from a crib to the parent’s own bed,
increasing the possibility of a tragic outcome.
The currently recommended location for a
sleeping infant is alone, in a crib not shared by
older children.

Douglas S. Nelson

Primary Children’s Medical Center
University of Utah School of Medicine
Salt Lake City, Utah

Praise for planning EMF research
Many of us are involved in a vast, unplanned
experiment on the bioeflects of electromagnet-
ic radiation (“Another way EMFs might harm
tissues,” SN: 2/19/94, p.127). |, for one, work at a
data and communications center with a large
radiotransmitting antenna in the parking lot.
I am glad that researchers like McConnell
are conducting intelligently designed experi-
ments to supplement the uncontrolled one.
Robert Kirkman II1
South Miami, Fla.
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