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Letters

Eorapator wrapped in controversy

Regarding the letter (SN: 4/17/93, p.243) from
dinosaur researcher Fernando Novas, who
claims we err in our assessment of Eoraptor
(“The Accidental Reign,” SN: 1/23/93, p.60), we
used advanced skeletal traits to argue that
Eoraptor represents a new species and that it
constitutes the most primitive known thero-
pod (flesh-eating dinosaur).

Novas states that Eoraptor is “morphologi-
cally far from the common ancestor” and that it
represents an “ancestral theropod.” But only a
dozen minor skeletal features separate Eorap-
tor from the common dinosaur ancestor. In-
deed, in the flesh, Eoraptor and the common
ancestor would be difficult to distinguish. And
although we believe Eoraptor is the most prim-
itive known theropod, it is not an ancestral
theropod because it has acquired its own
peculiar species traits.

We agree with Novas that it takes a dedicated
team to uncover and analyze important new
finds. Our success in this regard is due to the
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hard work of participants from the Univer-
sities of Chicago and San Juan (Argentina).
Paul C. Sereno

Catherine A. Forster

Raymond R. Rogers

Department of Organismal Biology and
Anatomy

University of Chicago

Chicago, 1ll.

Avoiding well-tainting fertilizers

Reader John P Kelly wrote (SN: 4/10/93,
p.235) that it would be extremely inefficient to
deliver composted materials to farms by truck.
That’s true, but other methods of distribution
are possible, notably, pipelines. Many agri-
cultural communities already have irrigation
canals and on-farm plumbing in place. All that
would be necessary is to add ground-up or-
ganic waste to the water supply for the fields.
The farmers would thus fertilize their plants
when they watered them.

Chemical fertilizers are extremely toxic to
humans, soil microorganisms, animals, and
the environment, and some agricultural chem-
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icals persist for years. What's more, many

people do not realize that chemical fertilizers

can also poison well water, which most rural
communities use for drinking.

Elin Larson

Purcellville, Va.

Fossils found in familiar stuff

Scientists and researchers usually prefer
precision in their measurements, complete-
ness in their data, and careful accuracy in their
definitions of technical terms. It was, there-
fore, refreshing to read (“Fossils Show Early
Diversity of Life,” SN: 5/1/93, p.276) that paleo-
biologist J. William Schopf found his 3.465-
billion-year-old fossilized critters in “some
sort of sticky substance.”

This is a type of matter we nonscientists
come across every day. Well, to be precise,
almost every day.

Carl Dudash
Norfolk, Conn.
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