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Letters

Famished farmers

Regarding state control of farming and the
African drought (“Africa’s Famine: The Human
Dimension,” SN: 5/11/85, p. 299): Whatever the
mechanics of the governmental system, it is
important to remember that in third world
countries the peasants who live on and work
the land rarely control the land. If they did, they
would most likely grow crops for themselves
and the surplus for sale or trade. With state- or
family-controlled land. the resident farmers
grow rubber trees, sugar. cocoa and other crops
for international export and somebody else’s
profit.

The nations of Africa and South America have
never had the opportunity to use their re-
sources for their own development; after hun-
dreds of years of colonial misdevelopment, they
are dependent on the use they've been put to.
Their populations have been kept artificially
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high because of the misdevelopment. The re-
sources are used by the developed nations for
internal consumption; any money that enters
the country soon leaves, either to pay off the
international debt or because the rich have no
way to spend it at home.
Luke McGuff
Minneapolis, Minn.

Freedom of movement is essential in critical
situations created by natural events. What
makes the African drought very serious are the
artificial borders that have been imposed on the
movement of the people. People never die so
easily unless they are prevented from coping
with a situation that threatens their survival.

This is especially true for people who are
constantly on the move, such as the people of
the Sahel and the Bedouins of the Arabian
Peninsula, who harvested for thousands of
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years a desert land where the annual precipita-
tion was only a few inches. In the past when
drought occurred people moved to areas to
look for better grazing conditions or in the
worst case to sell their flocks or herds in a wider
market. At present this opportunity is severely
limited because of a political pattern based on a
European model which has proved catastroph-
ic in more than one instance.
Turgut Dincer
Consultant hydrologist
Chicago, Ill.
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