LETTERS

o the

Agricola and Agricola

Sir:

In an earlier letter, an error is per-
petuated, viz. the confusion about Agri-
cola. Keefe (SN: 6/24) mentioned
Kucha’s citation of Agricola (37-93
A.D.) describing lung diseases among
the Joachimsthal miners.

The Agricola of the first century
A.D. was a Roman general, a one time
governor of Britain, and a contem-
porary of the Emperors Nero, Vespaci-
an, and Titus. He was not the Agricola
of Joachimsthal and Scheenberg. The
Roman Agricola was memorialized by
Tacitus, his son-in-law and biographer.

The Agricola of mining and medical
fame was born in Saxony in 1494 and
named George Bauer. His name was
later latinized, probably by his teachers,
to Georgius Agricola, but it still meant
peasant or farmer. Agricola Wwas
graduated from medical school by
1524, and in 1526 was appointed town
physician at Joachimsthal. This Bohe-
mian town was central to the most
active mining district of that period.
From the plutonian realms near this
city came vast riches of silver and lead
ores of singular purity.

Georgius Agricola was consumed by
a passion to know more about mining
procedures of the time, and as he
wrote: “any time not taken up by med-
ical duties was spent in the mines.”
From his medical training, and inquisi-
tiveness about mines and minerals,
came a monumental volume, “De Re
Metallica,” the premier work on min-
ing geology and practices that had no
peer for nearly two centuries. Not until
1738, with the publication of Schulter’s
work, did “De Re Metallica” have an
equal in this field.

George Bauer’s work is held in spe-
cial esteem by those in occupational
health as it is a classic in early occupa-
tional medicine. It was this Agricola
who was the first physician to be in-
terested in diseases caused by work. He
paid special attention to respiratory
hazards of mining when he wrote:

“If the dust has corrosive qualities,

it eats away the lungs, and im-

plants consumption in the body;

hence in the mines of the Carpa-
thian Mountains women are found
who have married seven husbands,
all of whom this terrible consump-
tion has carried off to a premature
death.”
Further, he pleaded for better ventila-
tion in mines as a means of ameliorat-
ing this form of lung disease. This
consumption of Agricola would be

Editor

better known today as silico-tuberculo-
sis, a disease in which particles of silica
dust enhance the pathogenicity of tu-
berculosis.

Two additional notes about the Joa-
chimsthal ore deposits: First, our word
“dollar” is a corrupted form of Joa-
chimshaler, later “Thaler.” This term
was used to describe silver of excellent
purity produced from these mines, and
second, pitchblende ores from this
mining district were the raw materials
from which Pierre and Marie Curie
isolated radium.

Thomas F. Torpy

Assistant Professor of Health Science
San Fernando Valley State College
Northridge, Calif.

Kind Words

Sir:

I congratulate you on your new format.

It is most attractive and the whole

publication is made most interesting.

Having subscribed for many many

years, I do appreciate this change.
Hedie S. Kuhn, M.D.
The Hammond Clinic

Munster, Ind.

Bufus in Louisiana
Sir:

I have noted the story on the giant
toad, Bufus marinus (SN: 7/8).

It may be of interest to you to know
that this toad was introduced into south
Louisiana in the early 1930s to feed on
adults of the sugarcane beetle, Eue-
theola rugiceps (LeConte). I was liv-
ing in Louisiana at that time but do
not recall any accidents with the toads.
Also I do not know whether the
Louisiana introductions became estab-
lished there.

Occasionally, a specimen of Bufo
marinus is seen in Gainesville. It would
be very simple for someone to bring
specimens from south Florida, in a car
or truck, either by accident or intent.

L. A. Hetrick

Professor of Entomology
University of Florida
Gainesville, Fla.

Bufus Marinus

Sir:

The article entitled A Plague of
Toads (SN: 7/8) which dealt with
the Bufus marinus, was most in-

(see p. 150)
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up my
shaver

How can a wind-up
shaver be more than
a plaything? How
can it possibly rotate
fast enough? And
how many times do
you have to wind it to finish one
shave? B One answer at a time. The
3-blade shaving head (completely self-sharpening)
gives you 72,000 cutting strokes a minute. It works
through a guard so unbelievably thin (only 5/100mm)
that pressure is unnecessary. B The Riviera contains
a huge main-spring of the same Swedish super-steel
that powers the finest watches. Crank the key just
like a movie camera and the Riviera shaves anc
shaves. From ear to ear; from nose to neck, without
slowing down right to the very end. Hard to
believe, but really true. B We don't expect to sell
you with words. We just want to get you open-
minded enough to tie up $17 for 2 weeks and put
the Riviera to test. If it dusoppomts you send it
back. Your money will be in the return mail. But,
this won't happen. You will want to keep your
Riviera for the office, club, cabin or in a permanent
place in your ba'hroom cabinet. It's that kind of a
thing. Once you've tried it you won't let it go.
P.S. A wonderful gift for servicemen, travelers and
ourdoovsmen Let us send one with your card.
WRITE OR PHONE —————=
l Mail to: HAVERHILL'S Phone (415) 981-5688 |
| 526 Washington St., San Francisco, Calif. 94111 |
O Send me the RIVIERA Shaver. | enclosel
$16.95, plus $1.00 for postage and insurance. |
(Colll residents add 4% sales tax.) Satis-
($18.50 after Oct. 1.)

$18.50 ofter
Oct. |

faction guaranteed.
O Bill AmExpr. Acct. &
| Name.

Address...___
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Searching the World to bring you the Finest

Your
kind

of N
ambassador?

Your $5 sends John F. Kennedy's
Protiles in Courage, and nine
other carefully chosen American
paperbacks, to underdeveloped,
book-hungry countries where
these books can do the most
good. Ed Murrow started BOOKS
USA “to help close the book gap.”
President Johnson says: “l urge
all Americans to give BOOKS USA
their generous support.” Answer
the President’s appeal; send book
packets abroad in your name.
Send Food for Thought — Give to

@yov4yong uviqud

BOOKS USA, Box 1960-A, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20013.

""' Make checks ayable

“ \ to BOOKS USA.

\ Contributions are

tax-deductlble Space

donated by this

\ U s A publication.
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